ss UNITED STATES TEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE — 
BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


SAT OF SS = August 27, 1945. 


Reserve 3 ‘MORE TURKEYS AGAIN THIS YEAR 
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Teeriewee have Beoatoed another record crop of turkeys this year in an attempt 
to meet the increased demand for turkey meat -- 44,150,000 birds or 22 percent more 
than the previous record crop of last year and 44 percent larger. than the (1937-41) 
average, according to preliminary estimates just released by the U. S. Department | 
of Agriculture. Producers’ intentions on January 1 pointed to an 8.5 percent in- 
crease in the turkey crop this year. However, favorable weather brought hens into 
an early lay and started the season off.with an early hatch. There were 6 percent 
more breeder hens on hand than in 1944 yet hatcheries were unable to meet the heavy > 
early demand for poults. To meet the increasing demand hatcheries continued their 
hatching season at least a month longer than in 1944 and the production of eget 
was limited only by the supply of eee TES CLLSe 


In most sections of Rha eountee  eeper ie yy in the Southeast, the rate of 
lay .and fertility was exceptionally high and record hatches were made. However, 


the poult hatching season was not fully satisfactory in all parts of the country. 


On the Pacific Coast, the weather turned cold and wet after the hens’ started to | 
lay. As a result, the rate of lay dropped off and egg fertility became poor, After 
this. cold, wet spell the hens failed to recover in egg production and egg fertility. 
Therefore, many of the flock owners in this area canceled their egg ccntracts and 
marketed their hens early. Some of the large breeding flocks in southern Utah were 
ee in early pope because of low fertility oe CEESe 


rabies Production of poults during the first half of this year was reported 

as 33 percent above production during the same period in 1944, the largest output in 
history. ~This incréase is not a true indication of the change in the 1945 turkey 
crop ,because an ‘increasing proportion of the poults are coming from. hatcheries , oe 
year ni a relatively ogee ioe PeOReTuaen are being hatched. on Se Nemtiay 

Loss of doults® enn Gone turkeys frou disease and exposure has been bopanesa 
to be less than in 1944, . Loss from coyotes and other predatory animals, however, 
is on the increase and AEE: for a large proportion of the total loss in many 
parts of the country... Small flocks which are allowed to roam without adequate pro- 
ection suffer most es this type of loss. 


Wane Of as: increases in bares this year were in he laren flocks ; where © 
expansion’ has been going on ‘at an accelerated rate during the past few years. ah: Sea 
Losses from disease and predatory animals are better. controlled in large flocks 
where poults are raised on wire for 7-8 weeks and then ranged under protection. 

The number of small flocks has been decreasing because of heavy death losses from 
disease and especially predatory animals which often wipe out entire small flocks, 
The-old farm method of raising small flocks of turkeys around the farmstead is fast 
giving way to the more scientific commercialized method of turkey production in 
large flocks. Turkey production in North Dakota, South Dakota, and some of the 
Southern States, where small flocks predominate, is now smaller than the average 
crop produced there during the (1937-41) period even though these States show in~ 
creases over eka year. 


. Ay beG nie ere all States in turkey cacuna ane this year en 4,942,000 
birds, Texas is second with 4,701,000 and Minnesota third with 4,176,000 birds,. 
Other States ranking in the order named are Oregon, Iowa, Utah, Missouri, Pennsyl- 
vania, Washingtdn; and Nebraska. The three leading States are producing Sl per- 
cent of the Nation* s turkey crop, while the 10 leading States are producing 62 
percent. Production increased this year in all States except Louisiana and Montana, 
where there was no change from last year..: The largest percentage increases in pro- 
duction compared with last bce are 50 percent in Indiana ane. 40 percent in 
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Illinois. «. The. Middle Atlantic states: of ee York, New Sovsers and Pennsylvania oe 
increases of 37, 35, and 30 net peepee vais 
aide oe aE epee te 
Increases above a year ‘ago by poh orechic. lea atwn are 30 percent in the 
North Atlantic,..29 percent, in. the Kast; North: Central,: 25.percent in ‘the: South 
Atlantic, 22 percent in the South.Central,: 20: percent? in»the: West: North Central, and 
17 percent in the West, where he sepanauanes sien he dps Aapaenie le tase ee a cold, 


wet Springs: Zagat FARK cide ree kee we ule 
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Turkey marketings are ‘expected. +6 “fe. the, earliest in, 10 years of. records eet 
producers carry out their intentions this year, October. or earlier marketings will. 
me’ 19,5: percent of the crop compared with. the. previous high" October marketings of . 
16.6 percent last year. The trend toward the production of earlier. birds from 
January and February poults has devéloped during the last 4 years mainly because 
early birds are easier to raise with smaller death losses, and the Army has been 
ene. a en for early birds for shipment to service men in other CNT eae 


The practice ‘of raising early turkeys will no doubt continue mena she de- 
mand for these birds is increasing and it is more profitable to raise early. turkeys 
in -many parts of the country. However, the increasing demand for year-round-turkey 
‘dinners in hotels and restaurants has fostered the production of heavy broad- 
breasted birds for the freezer market. These birds are fed longer in order to. 
attain heavier weights. In the Pacific Coast States, where this type of production 
is more highly developed, over 1/4 of the crop is marketed after January 1 compared 
with only ebony, As of nated crop.so marketed for the country as a whole, 


‘Growers ‘expect to market about 37.9 percent of the crop in November this): 
year, Deacon vith 38, 7 percent reported as marketed a year earlier. However, the 
marketing intentions _through November this year. are 57.4 percent of the. crop, .com— 
pared with 55.3 percent marketed last year. Christmas and New Year markets are 
expected to receive 30.0 percent of mrketings compared with 30.9 percent. lest year 

ee the after-holi day market 12.6 percent oes with 13. 8 percent last year. 


The actual proportions that will move. in. successive. months will defend t.0: ‘a. 
considerable extent upon later developments. . Actual marketings may vary somewhat oe 
from intended marketings. In 1942 and 1943, actual marketings were about the same 
as intended. while in all other years since 1938 they were somewhat later.. In 1944, 

actual’ marketings “through, November were Lighter, than intended, and considerably. more. 
“birds wére held for. market ing” after January Ly) “Intended marketings. this season may 
be realized because this year's turkey crop is ‘fairly. early: and. the governnent is. 
paying a” ‘premium for early DEP An, Meet vi rai eh eae : Chee oe HUNT Cam 


a The’ largest. early. marketing will is in. che West North Central, States ere “ 
32.0 ‘percent Of ‘the 1945 turkeys in this, area are intended for the October. or ear— 


lier fiarket. — The South Atlantic States expect to market. 21.8 percent of. their crop, 


in October or earlier) the: West 17.8 percent, the. North Atlantic. 12.5. percent., the... 
East North Central ie. Me percent ang, the, South, Central States. only , 62.0. Dopcanhen fowen 


The percent of the crop intended for the Thanksgiving marker aries sae 46.0 
percent in the South Central States tg 32.7 percent in.the West. The largest per- 
centage'of tharketings after the .end of ‘the year .is tho 2202: “percent, reported-in.the 
West, ‘where a rélatively large proportion of the mirket birds are of the.broad-...->» 
bréasted type raiséd to. heavy weights for hotel and restaurant trades .. The South yo. 
Atlantic States report,” the smallest relative Bar eeh ings. after January - cliy OT. -59% 
Beaaae of their. .CLODe Fes «ot eT ene . Lo) Ma Vd ody. it yg ages 
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TURKEYS RAISED ON FARMS, 1945 WITH COMPARISONS 
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2/ Preliminary estimates as of August 1, 1945. — 


: | : Indicated : 1945 as % 
La ae hes 1/ BEL OAD CFs ie Oe 1944. 
BLiatesbhet hs tal to Rs. we ae en yal Percent 
an Ua Ls AS 52 owe ot 
ae ae vil 92 130 © 
142 159 207 130 
216 207) Von 120 
26 30 aes ay 
117 146: 185 Loy hom 
386 A28 586 ss? 
160 192 259 135 
1 O72 1,285 41670": irene lens 
2,225 2,581 3,358 LSC bod 
851 979 1,126 115 
453 612 918 150 
609 828 1,159 140° 
519 612 826 135. 
554 692 761 110° 
SIS ss 2 24937 i 20986 Ee ees. eo) ee 12867 
2,983 3,341 4,176 125 
1,867 2,147 2,576 120 
1,332 1,532 1,838 120 
945 992 1,042 105 
551 413 496 120 
1,140 1,208 1,450 120 | 
958 948 1,138 eek Wl eOe shes 
9,776 10,581 13, 7iGeie a loOe ee 
102 107 193 115 
364 400 480 120 
857 986 1 one 125 
235 254 318 (125 
241 277 360 130 
256 307 414 135 
168 168 202 120 
120 118 142m ea ie 
2 343 2,617 ey il ha ee oa 
254 267 299 112 
200 190 200 105 
170 144 156 108 
129 111 113 esa somes 
126 133 152 115 
7? 69 69 100 
954 954 1,192 125 
3,724 3,761 ALOT.) Lae ome 
5 , 634 5,628 6,880". aes ae 
246 253 253 100 | 
218 272 340 125 
167 167 199 119 
861 861 990 115 
55 52 57 110 
89 93 107 115 
1,341 1, 743 1,952 wales 
35 40 51 128 
1,206 1,387 1,637 118 
2,084 2,084 2,605 125 
3,204 AGA BO 2) i eee, SEG oe: 
10 ,006 sites Be ue ih Pe ea 
32,970 36,342 44,150 157,5 
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PROPORTION OF TURKEY CROP’ MARKETED IN DIFFERENT MONTHS 
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